Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room

Reflections for Advent & Christmas

1. Making Room

‘While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.’ 

 (Lk 2:6-7)

Many will remember the classic children’s nativity scene; where ‘Joseph’, accompanied by a heavily pregnant ‘Mary’, knocks on the door only to be told in no uncertain terms that there is ‘NO ROOM AT THE INN!’ This sad scene repeats itself until eventually a kindly Inn-keeper takes pity on the young couple and offers them the use of his stable. What can this childlike scene teach us as we prepare ourselves for Christmas? It can teach us that each Christmas Jesus Christ comes to us anew, and that each Christmas, this Christmas, we are invited to make room for his coming. 

St Charles Borromeo wrote that “our hearts should be as prepared now for the coming of Christ our Lord as if he were still to come into the world.” But are they? It can be so easy for the season of Advent to pass us by and to arrive at Christmas feeling very much unprepared. I know from my own life how easy it is for me to be so full of activity, stress and preoccupation with the things that need to be done that I have ‘no room’ for the gentle presence and invitation of Jesus to ‘be ready’ for his coming. If you too have felt this way then the character of the kindly Inn-keeper that ‘makes room’ in his stable has something to teach us both. Let’s consider what such a character may have been like.

The Inn-Keeper

Making room is every Inn-keepers special talent, in fact his livelihood depends on it. He will only have food on the table tomorrow if he can make room for another guest today. The Inn-keeper must squeeze as many people in as possible, and in this way make up for the quiet periods times when business is slow. Imagine the scene at Bethlehem, it was not a quiet and slow time, quite the opposite, the inns were probably never so busy.  It was during the Roman census and Bethlehem was heaving at the seams as the little provincial backwater was suddenly overrun by those returning to their ancestral home. This gives rise to a new situation, suddenly the Inn-keepers, the ones who can always find room for one more guest, now can’t manage it. Their inns are full. All except for this one Inn Keeper, whose natural aptitude comes to the fore once again as he says to himself, ‘the stable! I can make room in the stable!’ And off he goes to make room in the stable for the young Mary and Joseph.

Picture him. Imagine the scene. I like to imagine him rearranging the stable and clearing a bit of room, tossing bales of hay to the side and bringing out the manger, tethering the animals and trying to make the stable at least a little homely! Picture him working, preparing the stable, he doesn’t know it but he’s making room for the Messiah, the long expected one, the one who, at that moment was about to come into the world.

What can we learn from the inn-keeper? We can learn that it is essential to make room for Jesus. How many Inns did poor Joseph try that night? Perhaps there were many others who simply couldn’t or wouldn’t make room. It was only this Inn-keeper who managed to make room, who decided to make room. God can do anything. He made everything that exists, but there is something that God cannot make. God cannot make room in your heart and mine. Only you and I can do that. Will you make room for Jesus Christ to enter and come anew this Christmas?
Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room

I love the old Christmas carol ‘Joy to the World’. For me it expresses wonderfully the joy of Christmas. There is also a real invitation in this hymn that can easily pass us by, the lyrics include this line: ‘let every heart prepare him room’. 

Every heart means my heart and yours. It means the hearts of those who feel that they are far from God as well as those that feel themselves near to God. It means the hearts of the poor and the hearts of the rich, the hearts of the young and the old, the hearts of the sorrowful and the joyful. Every heart indeed means every heart.  This Christmas, when Christ comes to us anew, which of the Inn-keepers will you be most like? The ones that turned him away or the one that somehow found a way to make room for him to enter? The Word of God calls to us today: Make room in your heart!
Reflection
How can you make room, or more room for Jesus this Christmas?

Do you need to give more time to God in prayer?

Do you need more times of silence and stillness, do you need to consciously slow down? 

Do you need to recognise and welcome the presence of Jesus in those around you, particularly ‘the least’, the poor, the marginalised, the unwanted and rejected ones?

Prayer

Lord, when you come and knock at the our door of our heart, give us the grace to be ready to open it to you. 
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